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1.

INTRODUCTION – THE NSN LINK INTERCONNECTOR

NSN Link is the UK name for the project to lay high voltage electricity cables under the sea,
which will connect the UK and Norway’s electricity systems and allow the two countries to
trade power. It is a joint project between National Grid NSN Link Limited, a subsidiary
company of the UK’s National Grid Plc, and Statnett, the Norwegian electricity transmission
system operator.
NSN Link will consist of subsea and underground cables connected to a converter station
and an electricity substation in each country, which will allow electricity to flow in either
direction between the UK and Norway. The project will bring a number of benefits to both
countries, including helping to secure electricity supplies and opportunities for shared use of
renewable energy.
This report summarises the public engagement carried out by National Grid NSN Link
Limited with regard to their planning application to Northumberland County Council and the
Marine Management Organisation (MMO) for:







A high voltage direct current (HVDC) converter station to be located on a 5 hectare
site just off Brock Lane in East Sleekburn;
A short section of 400kV high voltage alternating current underground electricity land
cables to connect the existing Blyth electricity substation to the proposed HVDC
converter station;
Two high voltage direct current underground cables from the converter station to the
landfall on the coast at Cambois Beach slipway, where they will be joined to the
HVDC subsea cables; and
Two HVDC subsea cables between the landfall and the UK international boundary
with Norway.

This report has been prepared by Grayling, an independent community consultation
company engaged by National Grid NSN Link Limited to provide community relations
support. It forms part of NSN Link interconnector planning application documents and will be
available to download from the project website. In addition, the report will be circulated to
members of the project team, Northumberland County Council planning officers, local
elected representatives and the MMO.
1.1
Letters
In November 2013 National Grid NSN Link Limited wrote to 804 residents (mail out area
available at ANNEX A) and businesses living and operating near to the proposed converter
station site in East Sleekburn to introduce their proposals and invite them to learn more
about the project at two public information events (ANNEX B).
Locally elected representatives – including the MP for Wansbeck, neighbouring MPs, MEPs,
Northumberland County Councillors and Chief Executive, and East Bedlington Parish
Councillors – all received a separate letter notifying them of a stakeholder preview session,
which took place before the information events were opened to the public.
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1.2
Public information events
Residents and businesses living and operating near to the proposed converter station site
were invited to attend two public information events at which the rationale for the project and
details of the proposed works were presented. The events were held on Tuesday 3rd
December between 3.00pm – 7.00pm at Charlton’s (Cambois, Blyth, Northumberland NE24
1SF) and on Wednesday 4th December between 3.00pm – 7.00pm at the Cambois Miners'
Welfare Institute (Ridley Terrace, Cambois, Blyth, Northumberland NE24 1QS). A private
stakeholder preview session was held between 1.00pm – 3.00pm at both events to ensure
elected members were given the opportunity to view the proposals. Ten representatives from
the project team were available to answer attendees’ questions and provide further
information about the project.
National Grid NSN Link Limited reminded local residents and businesses about the public
information events through an advertisement in the local press (ANNEX C).
Feedback forms were available for elected members and members of the public to provide
feedback and record their comments. Two attendees completed feedback forms. A further
10 left their contact details and requested to be kept informed of the project’s progress. The
forms were either left with the project team or sent back to NSN Link using a Freepost
address provided (responses at ANNEX D).
A total of 43 local residents, businesses, elected members and interested parties attended
the public information events - 23 on 3rd December and 20 on 4th December.
A complete set of the exhibition boards is available at ANNEX E for review.
1.3
Online
National Grid NSN Link Limited and Statnett are currently developing a project website,
which will provide an overview of the project, latest news updates, the proposed construction
timeline and contact details for the project team. The website’s content will be available in
English and Norwegian. Copies of the planning application and Environmental Statement will
also be available to download from the website.
Whilst the standalone website is being built NSN Link has a dedicated webpage hosted on
both National Grid and Statnett’s websites.
1.4
Dedicated project Freephone, email and Freepost addresses
Letters and other materials carried details of the dedicated project Freephone number,
email, webpage and Freepost address for providing comments and feedback at any stage of
the project.
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2.

PUBLIC INFORMATION EVENTS

The purpose of the public information events was to give local stakeholders – in particular
residents who live close to the proposed converter station site and onshore cable routes,
and their elected representatives – an opportunity to view the proposals for the NSN Link
interconnector.
Letters of invitation were mailed to 804 residents and businesses living near to the proposed
converter station site off Brock Lane (see ANNEX A). Locally elected representatives
including the site MP, neighbouring MPs, MEPs, Northumberland County Councillors and
Chief Executive, and East Bedlington Parish Councillors all received a separate invitation
notifying them of a stakeholder preview session, which took place before the information
events were opened to the public. The public information events were also advertised in the
following publication (see ANNEX C):


News Post Leader – Thursday 28th November 2013

The public information events consisted of 13 exhibition display boards (ANNEX E). These
included:







Background information relating to the project partners (National Grid NSN Link
Limited and Statnett);
An explanation of why the NSN Link interconnector is needed;
An outline of the proposals, including a site plan, construction timeline and
photomontages of the proposed converter station;
The rationale for selecting the route for the subsea and onshore underground cables;
Effects on the community, with a focus on landscape/visual, noise, traffic and
environmental impacts; and
Contact details.

Representatives from National Grid NSN Link Limited, environmental consultants (TEP),
marine consultants (Intertek) and community consultation specialists (Grayling) were present
during both public information events to discuss the proposals and answer questions.
Attendees were given contact details (Freephone number, email and Freepost address) for
further queries. They were also invited to submit their comments via feedback forms.
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3.

FEEDBACK

Having viewed and discussed the proposals in detail most attendees did not leave formal
comments for the project team. Attendees’ responses on the day were very positive, with the
project being seen as a welcome addition to the local area. A number of attendees were
pleased to hear that the project would restore and improve the slipway access onto Cambois
beach.
Only one attendee completed a feedback form to express their concerns, which were to
ensure that any impact on marine life and disruption to Cambois beach users during the
cable installation would be minimised.
Attendees were also keen to understand the impact of the project on the community, in
particular minimising disruption to local traffic and ensuring the local community is kept
updated on the project.
National Grid NSN Link Limited is committed to staying in regular contact with residents and
businesses to keep them informed about the project’s progress and provided details of the
dedicated project Freephone number, email and Freepost address for providing comments
and feedback.
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4.

CONCLUSION

National Grid NSN Link Limited is grateful to those who attended the public information
events and contributed to the discussion about proposals for the NSN Link interconnector.
The aim of the public information events was to hear local stakeholders’ views and
comments and to involve them in the proposals.
National Grid NSN Link Limited is pleased that feedback was positive and will stay in touch
with residents, businesses and elected members to keep them informed about the project’s
progress.
If you have any comments on this report or would like further information, please write to
Freepost RSLG-YXEU-BJUC NSN Interconnector PO BOX 68215, London, SW1P 9UJ, call
0800 298 0405 or email nsninterconnector@communitycomms.co.uk
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5.

ANNEX A

Mail out area for local residents and businesses: 804 addresses
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6.

ANNEX B

Letter sent to residents and local businesses operating and living near to the proposed
converter station site and onshore cable route, to introduce the proposals and invite them to
learn more about the project at the public information events:
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7.

ANNEX C

Advertisement in the News Post Leader:
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8.

ANNEX D

Attendee feedback form:
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9.

ANNEX E

Exhibition display boards:
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